JOURNAL OF ARNOLD BENNETT
Wednesday, July znd.
Lucas left on Monday night. We drove him to Colchester.
Progress made with three of his plays.
I read through first half of Harper novel yesterday and found
it iris convenable. Some things in it j oily good. But now I want
to write an entirely different sort of novel—as regards construc-
tion and manner and material.
Wednesday, July gth.
I began second half of Harper novel on Saturday and had
written 3,700 words yesterday. Stopped somewhat to-day by
culmination of an abscess well concealed in the ear.
Friday, July 2$th.
Returned from yacht Monday afternoon. I wrote over 5,000
words of Harper's novel in 3 days up to last night. Health about
95 out of a possible 100. Yacht waiting at Harwich for a
favourable wind to go to Denmark. N.E. again this morning.
I went out for a walk, and at Landermere I asked a bargeman
on a barge in what direction wind was. He said due E. and
stuck to it, though he must have known it was N.E. " Due
East according to our flag. It may have northered out a bit
since this morning but not much." He gazed idly up at our
flag. " I wish it wasn't, I want to get out o'here. How long
do I think it'll last ? I think it'll last for 2 or 3 days. I hope
it won't. If it keeps on I shall get my rigging down and poke
her out—over these pleasant flats." A nice humorous card.
But still I don't understand why he should stick to his error
about wind.
Wednesday, July 30$.
I finished 75,000 words of Harper serial on Monday, having
written over 12,000 words in 7 days. Health much better, and
a great return of form, but during last 4 nights very little sleep.
H. G. Wells and wife and Mrs. Byng (future neighbour)1 came
yesterday for lunch and tea. I beat H. G. at tennis; he played
in bare feet.
Friday, August 2gth,
Yesterday I returned from my cruise in the Baltic round about
1 Maj.-Gen. Byng, now Viscount Byng of Vimy, was G.O.C. East
Anglian Division, 1910-12, when he became G.O.C. Egypt.
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